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The Examiner's Office Action mentions no other grounds for rejecting the 
pending claims. Accordingly, since the applicant has corrected the claims to make 
them more definite, this application should now be in condition for allowance, and 
applicant respectfully requests that the case be passed to issuance. If the Examiner 
has any questions, she is invited to contact applicant's attonney at the below-listed 
telephone number. 


ipsolon Hp 

805 SW Broadway # 2740 
Portland, Oregon 97205 
Phone No. (603)419-0702 
Fax No. (503) 249-7068 


Respectfully submitted, 


November 4. 2002 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Redlined changes to claims 

1 . (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for insertion 
into a patient tiirough the patient's mouth y the patient havin g 3 respiratory system with 
an oropharynx, a iaryngopharynx, a nri an epigloffi<s, said intiihatinn instrument 
comprising: 

a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion operably secured to said body 
at one end and an elongate lifter portion extending from said elongate base portion 
toward an opposite end of said elongate base portion thereby defining an angle 
between said elongate base portion and said elongate lifter portion, 

said elongate base portion having a first defined lengthy said first defined length 
being long enough to extend through the patient's mouth into the patient's oropharynx; 
said elongate lifter portion having, 

a distal end for insertion distal-end first through a patient's mouth, 
a second defined length, said second defined length being long enough 
to extend into the laryngopharynx and operably engage the epiglottis of the patent 
when the elongate base portion is extended into the patient's oropharynx, and, 
a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis. 


2. (Twice Amended) The Intubation instrument of claim 1 , further Including a 
viewer positioned [in the vicinity of the areaj &uhstantially near where [thej said elongate 
base portion meets [the jsaid elong ate lifter portion of the elongate arm, said viewer 
directed toward the distal end of [thej gaid ejong at e lifter portion. 


9. (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for insertion 
into a patient through the patient's mouth, comprising: 
a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion attached to the body and an 
elongate lifter portion having a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis, said 
elongate lifter portion having a distal end for insertion distal-end first through a patient's 
mouth; 

said ejongata,lifter portion being at least 3 centimeters long and extending from 
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said eiongflte base portion by at least a 5 degree angle; 

a viewer positioned [in the vicinity Qf |substantialiy near the area where [the]said 
elong ate base portion meets [thelaaiiLslQasalfi lifter portion of [the]aai£LfilQQgatfi arPD, 
said viewer directed toward the distal end of [thflj sairi elong ate lifter portion; and, 

a light operably secured to said pinngatp lifter portion. 

1 1 . (Twice Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 9, wherein said viewer 
is Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor camera and said light is a Light Emitting 
Diode operably secured to said elongate l ifter portion, 

12. (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for 
Insertion into a patient through the patient's mouth, comprising: 

a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion attached to the body and an 
elongate lifter portion having a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis, said 
elongate lifter portion having a distal end for insertion distal-end first through a patient's 
mouth and pivotally secured to said filnnqatfi base portion at a pivot point; 

said elongate liftar portion being at least 3 centimeters long and extending from 
said elongate base portion by at least a 5 degree angle. 

13. (Twice Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 12. further including a 
locking mechanism for actuating and holding said elongate lifter portion in a 
predetermined position about said pivot point. 

14. (Twice Amended) The intubation Instrument of claim 12, further including a 
viewer operahfy .■^Roiimri tn ftairi intiihatinn in stmment, and a display for viewing [Video 
Joutput from said viewer. 

15. (Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 14, wherein said viewer is a 
camera and said display is remotely connected to said camera. 

16. (Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 1, wherein said elnng atga ^ 
lifter portion is between 3-10 centimeters long, Inclusive. 
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17. (Amended) The intubation instmrnent of claim 16, wlierein said elonaatfi 
lifter portion is between 4-8 centimeters long, inclusive. 

18. (Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 17, wherein said elonpate 
lifter portion is approximately 6 centimeters long. 

19. (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for 
insertion into a patient through the patients mouth, comprising: 

a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion operably secured to said body 
at one end and an elongate lifter portion extending from said elongate base portion 
toward an opposite end of said elongate base portion, said elongate lifter portion 
having a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis and a distal end for 
insertion distal-end first through a patient's mouth; 

said elongateJifter portion being at least as long as said ftlnngata b ase portion 
and extending from said eiongaie base portion by at least a 5 degree angle. 

20. (Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 19, further including a viewer 
positioned [in the vicinity of the areaj Riihstantially near where [IhRj aairi elnngate base 
portion meets [thelaairLfilooaata lifter portion of [the]said.dQQgala arm, said viewer 
directed toward the distal end of [thelaaid-Olongatfl lifter portion. 

23» (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for 
insertion into a patient through the patient's mouth, comprising: 
a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate amn having an elongate base portion attached to the body and an 
elongate lifter portion having a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis, said 
elongate. lifter portion having a distal-end for insertion distal-end first through a patient's 
mouth and being approximately as long as said alongate b ase portion and extending 
from said filonflatfl-base portion by at least a 5 degree angle; 

a complementary metal oxide semiconductor camera positioned [in the vicinity of 
the areajsubstantially where the ekiii8al£.base portion meets [the]saidL£lQDflalfi lifter 
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portion of [thej said elnng ate arm, said complementary metal oxide semioonduCtQr 
camera directed toward ttie distal-end of [the]said_elQDOjate lifter portion; and, 
a liglit operably secured to said elnngate lifter portion. 


25. (Twice Amended) An intubation instnjment, a portion of whicii is for 
insertion into a patient througli the patient's mouth, comprising: 

a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion attached to the body and an 
elongate lifter portion extending from said elongate base portion, said elongate base 
portion having a first defined length, said elongate lifter portion having a second 
defined length and a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis and a distal 
end for insertion distal-end first through a patient's mouth, said elongate arm defining 
an. anteriQr side positioned toward said handle and„an.,QppQSitfi pQfitorior sidfi^. 

said second defined length being about as long as said first defined length; and, 
a viewer operabiy secured to said posterior [to ] side of said arm [In the 

vicinityjaubstarUlaiiy where said elongate base portion meets said elongate lifter 
portion, said viewer directed toward the distal end of [the]said elongate lifter portion, 

26. (Twice Amended) An intubation instrument, a portion of which is for 
insertion into a patient through the patient's mouth, comprising: 

a body having a handle attached thereto; 

an elongate arm having an elongate base portion attached to the body and an 
elongate lifter portion having a smooth surface for engaging the patient's epiglottis, said 
elongate fifter portion having a distal end portion for insertion distal end portion first 
through a patient's mouth, said elongate arm defining an anterior Ride poftitioned 
toward said handlA and an oppoftitA poRtftrior ftide 

a viewer pperably secured l£Lsaid-posterior fiifla-QL[to ]said elongate a rm pn the 

vldnitv]Rubc;tflnttally nAar whg^rA said elong ate base portion meets said AlnngatA l ifter 
portion, said viewer directed toward the distal end portion of [thej said elong ate lifter 
portion; and, 

said[.] elongate arm having a [longitudinal ]center, and said elongate base 
portion meets said ftlonQRtf^ lifter portion substantially near said [longitudinal ]center. 
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28. (Twice Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 26, wherein said 
eiongatQ lifter portion is pivotally secured to said filQEHiatei)ase portion. 

29. (Twice Amended) The intubation instrument of claim 28, further including a 
Light Emitting Diode operably secured to said RlnngafR lifter portion. 

30. (Twice Amended) The intubation Instrument of claim 27, further including a 
display operably secured to said r,nmplftmftntary Metal Oxide Semiconductor camera. 

31. (Previously added) The intubation instrument of claim 1, wherein said first 
defined length and said second defined length are substantially the same length. 

32. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 2, 
further including a light operably secured to said elongate lifter portion. 

34. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 1, 
wherein said elongaia liffer portion is pivotally secured to said elongate base portion at 
a pivot point. 

35. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 34, 
further including a locking mechanism for actuating and holding said elong ate lifter 
portion in a predetermined position about said pivot point. 

37. (Previously added. AmerKled herein) The intubation instrument of claim 36, 
wherein said viewer Ir a camera a nri said display is remotely connected to said 


38. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 19, 
further Including a light operably secured to said elongate lifter portion. 


camera. 
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40. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 
25, wherein [the portion of the intubation instrument for insertion into a patient 
through the patient's mouth is elongate anrijsaid Rinngate arm has a [longitudinal 
centerj midpoint , and said elongate b ase portion meets said elongateJifter portion 
substantially near said [longitudinal centerj midpoint . 

42. {Previously added. Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 25. 
wherein said elongate l ifter portion is pivotally secured to said Rlnngate base portion. 

43. (Previously added, Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 42, 
further including a Light Emitting Diode operabiy secured to said elongate lifter portion. 

44. (Previously added. Amended herein) The intubation instrument of claim 41 ^ 
further including a display operabiy secured to said Hnmplementary Metal Qyide 
fiftmirronriiiritnr camera. 
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